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The Historical Background and Aesthetic Connotation of Empathy Theory

LI Da~wei

(School of Chinese Language and Literature, Northeast Normal University, Changchun 130024, China)

Abstract; Although the birth and development of empathy theory appear more in the field of literature and aesthetic

interpretation.it does not mean that it is only a pure literary psychology problem. How to construct the modern subject and

the community based on it is the most profound and universal problem of empathy theory. The ethical connotation of

empathy theory supports the ethical dimension of aesthetic education in aesthetic psychology, which reconstructs the

intrinsic relation between beauty and morality, perceptual judgment and practical rationality in the universal empathetic

mechanism. Recent advances in cognitive neuroscience and the discovery of mirror neurons reveal a certain aesthetic

mechanism of empathy. From the perspective of brain science,it provides new enlightenment for the cognition, method and

implementation of aesthetic education.

Key words: Empathy Theory;Sensus Communis; Ethic; Aesthetic Education
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